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Cook Park Neighborhood Gem 
of Post Modern Architecture: 
Featuring Harris Gardens

b y Becca Reidy

I am a true lover of modern architecture. 
It’s the reason we moved to Cook Park. I 

grew up in the suburbs of Denver, in a 
beige cookie-cutter split level circa 1980. 
It was functional, but boring. The first 
time I saw the space ship house outside 
of Genessee, I remember thinking how 
amazing it was. I just couldn’t believe 
that someone actually lived there. That’s 
the same feeling I got the first time I saw 

the Harris Gardens office buildings. Just imagine walking outside of your office 
every day to an atrium complete with a magical mini-forest and pond. It was 
designed for people, but looks like the perfect habitat for fairies and gnomes.
 
A few weeks ago I was driving down S. Oneida and noticed a “For Sale” sign 
one the buildings. It peeked my interest, to say the least, so I decided to do 

a little digging. It turns out that the developers of the 
Harris Gardens left more of a legacy to our neighbor-
hood than two office buildings. Harry and George 
Harris, who were brothers, owned and developed most 
of the land between Oneida and Monaco, and between 
Panorama Lane and Evans (except for the retail strip 
along Evans).  

Harris Gardens I was completed in 1972 and Harris 
Gardens II in 1974. The architect was Joseph MacMillan. 
The Harris brothers were mostly land developers prior 

to developing the office buildings. They also built and operated the apartment 
buildings just north of the Bank of the West building at Monaco and Evans. 
George Harris died around 1990. Harry Harris continued to operate the office 
buildings, coming to the office every day, until his death in late 2008, at the age 
of 85. The buildings are currently owned by his estate.
 
You too can be part of Cook Park history – for a price. Harris Gardens I (2050 
S. Oneida) is offered at $625,000. Harris Gardens II (2055 S. Oneida) is offered 
at $990,000. The land with Harris Gardens II is offered at $225,000. The fairies 
and Gnomes are extra.

Special thanks to Robert Longnecker of Central Park Properties for the informa-
tion and pictures. More pictures are available at www.harrisgardens.net 
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Testimonial ...
“I am happy to support the 
Cook Park News. The very  
first issue I advertised in brought 
me a new customer.” 

– Angela Goodteacher, 
Angela’s Hair Design



So What Have you heard about 
today’s Real Estate Market?
by Debbie Vandre

From what sources did you make your opinion about the real estate market?
If any of our sources were the newspaper, CNN, evening news, or radio, we were 
given very subjective information, because their objective is to sell their product. 
I’m sure many of our friends, neighbors, those we work with & relatives also spend 
too much time listening to the mass media. It just becomes all too confusing.

The fact is the real estate market is not national, regional or metro wide, but rather 
totally local. It is also affected by the local economy, supply, demand, buyers & 
sellers, interest rates, lending standards, foreclosures and government intervention 
factors.

A great realtor keeps up-to-date in all these areas on a monthly basis, so we may 
better inform our neighbors, clients, friends & family. A great realtor will monitor 
the number of active listings, currently under contract, past sales, the average sales 
price, days on market, month’s supply & percentage of list to sold price. 

Call your neighborhood Realtor and Specialist for up to date information on 
Cook Park and surrounding neighborhoods.

Too Much Zucchini?
Everyone with a garden probably has too 
much zucchini right now.  This recipe 
will eat up quite a bit of it and can be 
served cold or hot.

Zucchini Soup
Ingredients:
1 onion - small dice
2-3 cloves garlic - minced
Zucchini - large dice (about 4 cups)
Kosher Salt and Pepper to taste
2 tbsp. Extra Virgin Olive Oil
Chicken Stock

Method:
In a large stock pot heat olive oil.  Sautee 
onion and garlic until onion is translucent, 
about 5 minutes.  Add zucchini and season 
with salt and pepper.  Cook until zucchini re-
leases water.  Add chicken stock to cover and 
simmer 20 minutes.  Remove soup to a food 
processor and puree.  Soup can be served hot 
or cold.

Tips from the Chef

1.  Buy fruits and vegetables when they 
are in season.  Not only will they be less 
expensive, but they also will taste amaz-
ing.  Think summer sweet corn that you 
can buy 4 for a dollar.

2.  Take advantage of Denver Farmer’s 
Markets located throughout the city.

3.  Keep a well stocked pantry.  Having 
essentials on hand can save last minute 
trips to the store.  Some good things to 
keep on hand:  Oils, vinegars, spices, 
canned tomatoes, canned beans, on-
ions, carrots, celery, pasta, rice, frozen 
veggies, chicken stock

4.   Keep your knives sharp.  I know it 
goes against what you think, but you are 
more likely to get cut with a dull knife 
than a sharp one. Dull knives are more 
likely to jump and are harder to control.

5.  Store onions and tomatoes outside of 
the fridge.  Onions should be stored in a 
cool dry place. Tomatoes lose their flavor 
and texture in the fridge.

Advertise in the Cook Park News 
for pennies per prospect!
Contact CPNA at

 

association@cookparkneighborhood.com

Paig Peaker 
t: 720.840.6598 

e: delish_paig@msn.com

delish
a personal chef service
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Chef’s Tips continued >>

6.  Clean as you go.  Wash dishes as 
you dirty them while cooking and you 
won’t have a huge mess when you are 
through.

7.  Taste as you cook.  You can adjust 
the seasoning if needed and you can 
prevent overdoing it.

8.  Use Kosher salt.  The sprinkle tex-
ture dissolves into food with a less se-
vere salt taste.

Who was 
Joseph E. Cook?
Virginia L. Weilgot lived in Cook 
Park, with her family, from 1963 
to 2000. She served on the board 
of the CPNA (both as president and 
Vice President from 1991 to 1996). 
The following is the first excerpt 
taken from her pamphlet, The Story 
of Judge Joseph E. Cook Park. We 
thank Mrs. Weilgot both for her 
years of service to our community, 
and for allowing us to re-publish her 
works in this newsletter. We will run 
additional excerpts in future editions 
of this newsletter.

Joseph E. Cook  1892-1963

Joseph E. Cook was born May 1, 
1892, in Uxbridge, Massachusetts. Af-
ter graduating from Brown University 
in 1914, he moved to Denver and be-
came a reporter for the Rocky Moun-
tain News. When the United States 
entered World Ware I, he enlisted as 
a private, as in the battle as a machine 
gunner, was elevated to Sergeant, and 
was a Lieutenant at the time of his dis-
charge at the end of the war. 

When Joseph Cook returned to Colo-
rado, he became a court and sports 
writer for both the Rocky Mountain 
news and The Denver Post. At the 
same time, he studied law at evening 
classes at Westminster Law School 
(later University of Denver College of 
law). 

Home Maintenance Pays You Back
by Joe Hemmelgarn 

Your furnace, air conditioner, refrigerator, and clothes dryer are impor-
tant components that perform vital functions in your home.  They’re also 
responsible for generating anywhere between 60 to 75 percent of your 
energy bill, depending on your lifestyle and household make-up.  To save 
money, the most important thing you can do is perform regular mainte-
nance on these vital components so they continue to run efficiently.  By 
doing this, you not only experience monthly savings on your utility bill, 
but also long-term savings by helping them last longer and greatly reduc-
ing breakdown occurrences.  

All of these components are regular recipients of foreign materials – mainly 
dirt, dust, lint… and pet hair, if you happen to have a pet that sheds.  These 
foreign materials restrict the proper dissipation of air flow to occur, and if 
not removed, will eventually lead to these components needing repair or re-
placement.  In the case of the clothes dryer, neglecting to clean the lint from 
your dryer vent, will not only cause wear and tear on your dryer, but could 
also result in a damaging, and possibly, deadly house fire.    

Depending on your time, talent, physical ability or desire, you can either 
do this maintenance yourself or hire a service company to perform these 
important tasks.  By properly and regularly maintaining these components 
you will realize cost savings on your monthly utility bill, reduce the likeli-
hood of emergency repair situations, and more than likely extend the life 
expectancy of each of these components.

Joe Hemmelgarn is Manager of KYSO Home Renewal, which provides home 
management plans and maintenance services for homeowners.  KYSO can per-
form the necessary preventive maintenance services on these vital components, 
along with others in your home. Feel free to call Joe at 720-897-8540 or visit 
the company’s website at www.KYSOHomeRenewal.com for more home main-
tenance tips.



www.angelashairdesign.com
303.753.8660

Bored with
your look?
Call to schedule a 
FREE consultation 
with Angela at 
Salon on the Boulevard.
1485 S. Colorado Blvd.
Denver, CO 80222

 

  

CChheerrrryy  CCrreeeekk  AAccee  HHaarrddwwaarree  

((330033))  669911--33443355        
ww ww ww .. cc hh ee rr rr yy cc rr ee ee kk aa cc ee .. cc oo mm   

““CCoorrnneerr  ooff  SS..  HHoollllyy  aanndd  FFlloorriiddaa  iinn  tthhee  VViirrggiinniiaa  VViillllaaggee  SShhooppppiinngg  CCeenntteerr””  

Cook Park Neighbors: spend $35 or more 
at Cherry Creek Ace Hardware and receive 

$10 off your purchase with this Coupon! 
 

Who Was Joseph E. Cook? continued >>

Cook served as Deputy District Attorney for 12 years, Denver District 
Court Judge for 20 years, and was a respected member of the legal profes-
sion and the judiciary. 

Outside of court, he devoted his time and leadership skills to dozens of or-
ganizations that promoted the well-being of youth, including Boy Scouts 
of America, Big Brothers, the YMCA and YWCA. For his years of pub-
lic service, Cook received a myriad of accolades, including the Denver 
Broncos Award for Service to Young Americans, the American Legion for 
Service to Children and Youth, the Red Cross Award for Service to Hu-
manity, and a feature on the television show This is Your Life. In 1962, 
he received the Juvenile Court Award for service to youth and was named 
Kiwanian of the Year.

Just as important, he was devoted to his family as well as the youth of 
Colorado. He and his wife, Alice, had two daughters, Grace and Mary 
Alice, and a son, Joseph Cook Jr., who also became a lawyer. Naming a 
park in honor of the Judge was a fitting tribute. 

Excerpts from James L. Treece’s article in The Colorado Lawyer, July 1990.

National Night Out Was a Success!
If you attended NNO on August 3rd you most likely enjoyed the event. 
A huge thanks to TC Clark of Milo’s Tavern for serving their famous 
wings, Debbie Vandre of Vandre Properties, LLC for sponsoring the ice 
cream and to all of you that donated your time to make it a success. We 
hope to see everyone again next year.

1950 S. Holly St.
(303)756-6698 or (303)757-0157

Beauty Korner 
The hair care for you. 

1515 S. Holly St. 303-759-3966
Mon-Sat 10-6          www.caboodlegifts.net

Sign up for classes today!
              Caboodle has everything you need from 

cards to jewelry. Flowers and cupcakes 
abound. We have the perfect gifts!

For happenings in our neighborhood visit: 
www.cookparkneighborhood.com


